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Hymns for Night Prayer 

 

1. LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

1.  Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

2.  Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

3.  Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

4.  Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

LYRICS BY JAN STRUTHER, 1931 
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2. NOW, ON LAND AND SEA DESCENDING 

1.  Now, on land and sea descending,  

brings the night its peace profound; 

let our vesper hymn be blending 

with the holy calm around. 

Jubilate! Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen! 

Let our vesper hymn be blending 

with the holy calm around. 

2. Soon as dies the sunset glory, 

stars of heaven shine out above, 

telling still the ancient story, 

their Creator's changeless love. 

Jubilate! Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen! 

Telling still the ancient story, 

their Creator's changeless love. 

3. Now, our wants and burdens leaving 

to God's care who cares for all, 

cease we fearing, cease we grieving; 

touched by God our burdens fall. 

Jubilate! Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen! 

Cease we fearing, cease we grieving; 

touched by God our burdens fall. 

4. As the darkness deepens o'er us, 

lo! eternal stars arise; 

hope and faith and love rise glorious, 

shining in the Spirit's skies. 

Jubilate! Jubilate! Jubilate! Amen! 

Hope and faith and love rise glorious, 

shining in the Spirit's skies. 

LYRICS BY SAMUEL LONGFELLOW, 1819-1892 

 

 

 

Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. 

Do not lose your inner peace for anything whatsoever, even if your whole world seems upset. 

What is anything in life compared to peace of soul? 

Saint Francis de Sales 
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3. HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

1.  How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2.  Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand. 

3.  When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4.  When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not harm thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine. 

5.  The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose, 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not become upset when 

difficulty comes your way. 

Laugh in its face and know 

that you are in the hands of 

God. 

Saint Francis de Sales 
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4. I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY 

1.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

Come unto Me, and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

Thy head upon My breast. 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 

And He has made me glad. 

2.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

Behold, I freely give 

The living water: thirsty one, 

Stoop down, and drink, and live. 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

And now I live in Him. 

3.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

I am this dark world’s Light; 

Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 

And all thy day be bright. 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

In Him my Star, my Sun; 

And in that Light of life I’ll walk 

Till trav’lling days are done. 

LYRICS BY HORATIUS BONAR, 1808-1889 
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5. FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

1.  For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 

Over and around us lies. 

 

Refrain: Lord of all to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

2.  For the wonder of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light. Refrain 

3.  For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild. Refrain 

4.  For the church, that evermore 

Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 

Her pure sacrifice of love. Refrain 

5.  For Thyself, best Gift Divine. 

To our race so freely given, 

For that great, great love of Thine, 

Peace on earth and joy in Heaven. Refrain 

LYRICS BY FOLLIOT SANDFORD PIERPOINT; MUSIC: CONRAD KOCHER 
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6. DAY IS DONE 

1.  Day is done, but love unfailing dwells ever here 

Shadows fall, but hope, prevailing, 

calms every fear. 

Loving Father, none forsaking, 

take our hearts of Love's own making 

Watch our sleeping, guard our waking, 

be always near. 

2.  Dusk descends, but light unending 

shines through our night 

You are with us, ever lending 

new strength to sight 

One in love, your truth confessing 

one in hope of heaven's blessing 

May we see, in love's possessing 

love's endless light! 

3.  Eyes will close, but you unsleeping 

watch by our side 

Death may come, in love's safekeeping 

still we abide 

God of love, all evil quelling 

sin forgiving, fear dispelling 

Stay with us, our hearts indwelling 

this eventide. 

 

LYRICS BY JAMES QUINN, S.J. 
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7. BE NOT AFRAID 

1. You shall cross the barren desert 

But you shall not die of thirst 

You shall wander far in safety 

Though you do not know the way 

You shall speak your words to foreign men 

And they will understand 

You shall see the face of God and live. Refrain 

Refrain:  Be not afraid 

           I go before you always 

           Come, follow me and I will give you rest 

2.  If you pass through raging waters in the sea 

You shall not drown 

If you walk amid the burning flames 

You shall not be harmed 

If you stand before the power of hell 

And death is at your side 

Know that I am with you through it all. Refrain 

3.  And blessed are your poor 

For the kingdom shall be theirs 

Blest are you that weep and mourn 

For one day you shall laugh 

And if wicked men insult and hate you 

All because of me 

Blessed, blessed are you. Refrain 

LYRICS AND MUSIC BY: ST. LOUIS JESUITS. BOB DUFFORD 


