
Registration Form 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
 Level I Formation Course 

St. Therese Catholic Church 
Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina 

2020-2021 
  

Name: ____________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________ 
 
Church/School: ____________________ 
 
Faith Tradition: ____________________ 
 
Current Member of CGSUSA (Y/N): __ 

 
Formation Course Tuition: $550 
$100 deposit due by Feb. 28, 2020 

 
Please make checks payable to: 

 St. Therese Catholic Church 
Memo line: CGS L1 Wrightsville  

 
Mail check and registration form to:  

Attn: Megan Gavrillen 
St. Therese Catholic Church 

209 S Lumina Ave 
Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480 

 

Katushka Olave is originally from Bolivia. 
She serves at Immaculate Conception Church 
as Minister to the Latino Community.  She is 
certified by the National Association of CGS 
as a catechist in Level I, Level II and Level III, 
and as a Formation Leader for Level I, and she 
is on the Board of CGSUSA. She has worked 
in CGS with children ages 3-9 and with adults 
since 2006. Katushka also holds a Montessori 
Certification and an MA in Practical Theology 
from Loyola University. 
 
Joel Musser is the Director of Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd at Immaculate Conception 
Church and Immaculata Catholic School. He 
also started and ran for four years the atria at 
Emmaus Way, an emergent church in 
Durham. Joel is certified in all three levels and 
is in the process of becoming a formation 
leader. He holds an M.A. in philosophy from 
LSU and a Master of Theological Studies 
degree from Duke Divinity School. 
 
Megan Gavrillen will be coordinating the 
training. Please contact her with any 
questions or concerns by email at 
formation@catholicwb.org or by phone at 
910-256-2471. 

~ ~ ~ bilingual ~ ~ ~ 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Level I Formation Course 
for adults working with children ages 3-6  

- - - Part 1 - - - 
Session 1: Mar. 6, 6:00-8:30pm  

Mar. 7, 9:00am-4:30pm 
Session 2: Apr. 17, 6:00-8:30pm  

Apr. 18, 9:00am-4:30pm  
Session 3: May 29, 6:00-8:30pm  

May 30, 9:00am-4:30pm  
Session 4: June 26, 6:00-8:30pm  

June 27, 9:00am-4:30pm 
Session 5: Aug. 21, 6:00-8:30pm  

Aug. 22, 9:00am-4:30pm 
 

- - - Part 2 - - - 
Session 6: Oct. 30, 6:00-8:30pm  

Oct. 31, 9:00am-4:30pm 
Session 7: Nov. 20, 6:00-8:30pm  

Nov. 21, 9:00am-4:30pm  
Session 8: Jan. 8, 6:00-8:30pm  

Jan. 9, 9:00am-4:30pm 
Session 9: Feb. 12, 6:00-8:30pm  

Feb. 13, 9:00am-4:30pm 
Session 10: Mar. 12, 6:00-8:30pm  

Mar. 13, 9:00am-4:30pm 

 

mailto:formation@catholicwb.org


A Vision for Children 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a        
method of faith formation for children ages       
3-12 in which they experience and form an        
authentic, faithful relationship with God. The      
vision for this faith experience began in 1954        
by two women: Sofia Cavalletti, a Hebrew       
scripture scholar, and her colleague, Gianna      
Gobbi, a Montessori trained educator, in      
Rome.  
 
Dr. Cavalletti found that young children have       
vital religious needs. They desire to draw near        
to God but need the sensitive guidance of        
adults and the inner guidance of the Holy        
Spirit to nurture this relationship in a sacred        
space.  
 
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is       
grounded in scriptural and liturgical study      
framed by Montessori principles of education.      
The children explore the Gospel through the       
use of rich, sensorial materials. The children       
work with materials that represent essential      
proclamations of the Christian message.  
 
The adult prepares the sacred space for the        
children, called the atrium, so that they are        
invited to respond to a relationship with       
Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The atrium is a        
place of community and worship rather than       
a religious classroom. It is a place to be with          
God and enjoy God. 

If we want to help the child draw 
nearer to God, we should with 

patience and courage, seek to go 
always closer to the vital nucleus 
of things. This requires study and 
prayer. The children will be our 

teachers if we know how to 
observe them.  

Sofia Cavalletti 

 
Tuition & Certification 

Tuition is $550.00 for 100 hours of training,        
which results in Level 1 CGS Certification. This        
qualifies for Basic Catechist Certification in the       
Diocese of Raleigh. 
 
The course includes presentations, observation,     
group discussion, and time for individual work       
in a retreat-like atmosphere.  
 

Financial Assistance 

We do not want financial difficulty to prevent        
anyone from participating in this course. 

The Diocese of Raleigh has scholarships      
available. Please contact Megan for more      
information 

 

Aims of the Course 
● To explore the methodology 

and guiding principles of the 
Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. 

● To explore the religious 
nature and the most vital 
religious needs of the 3- to 
6-year-old child. 

● To further develop the 
participant’s ability to observe and learn 
from children, to listen with children to 
scripture, and to enjoy the presence of 
God in a very rich way. 

● To offer guidelines and assistance to 
participants in preparing an Atrium 
environment, and in creating the 
participant’s lesson album. 

● To meditate on the essential realities of the 
Christian scriptures and theology.  

● To study the Scriptures, liturgy, and 
Sacraments of the Church in a deep, 
reflective way. 


